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1. Name of Property

historic name Newton Town Plot Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location 4-28 Church St: 1-63 High St: 4-40 Park Place: 1-75 Main St: —
street & number 82 Main St; 110-124 and 53-115 Spring St; 7-9 Moran St: 1 Dunn P1, LY4not for publication

city, town Newton L] vicinity
state New Jersey code 034 county Syssex code 37 _Zip code (7860
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
IZ] private D building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local district 51 8 buildings
[ Jpublic-State [Isite 2 sites
public-Federal [:l structure structures

] object 3 objects

56 g8 Total

Name of relatel\?/?ultiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register _2

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the progedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property %ts PM the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
7 il ez

- - - 77 LANE Y
Signature of certifying official Date
Assistant Commissjfopler for Natural & Historic Resources/DSHPO

State or Federal agency an{ péreau
\d

In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [Jsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
ll_;zt]\}reby, certify that this property is:
e

ntered in the National Register. p 4.;@ /ﬂ ! / / )7/
D See continuation sheet. O(n /Z, / ’) ?)\
] determined eligible for the National

Register. DSee continuation sheet.

[_]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_Jremoved from the National Register.
[Jother, (exptain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



8. Statement of Significance :
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally [ statewide BZ] locally

. Applicable National Register Criteria mA [EB @C DD

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) xJA IEB [:]C Ko [Je [JF [:]G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
COMMUNITY PILANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 1762-1941 1762
ARCHITECTURE 1854
COMMERCE 1864
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
multiple Harrison, Amos A,

Stephens, Henry T,

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Jonathan Hampton, the landowner, surveyed a Town Plot for the village of Newton
upon the forested slope of a slate ridge, astride the hub of a spokewise network of wilder-
ness paths, where for convenience of location Sussex Court House was sited in December
1761. A devout supporter of the Church of England, he contributed to the erection of a
stone parsonage for use by a missionary pastor to a frontier country. The stone Court
House, a commodious structure for its time and place, was constructed with public money on
a plot of ground dedicated by Hampton for this purpose. While Hampton also donated land
for a church, burial ground and academy, development of these and of numbered house lots
fronting a Public Commons was left to private enterprise and community spirit. Owing to
the natural advantages of the site and stimulated by the conduct of public business here,
Newton gradually commanded the trade of the surrounding countryside as the fertile lime-~
stone valley in its environs became populated, Wealth accumulated by Newton tradesmen and
professionals was subscribed to construction of the County's first railroad, completed to
Newton in December 1854. The ensuing boom doubled the village's population within five
years and ensured regional supremacy to its commercial establishments. Achieving the
identity of a town distinct from its rural surroundings, Newton incorporated as an inde-
pendent road district with its own Street Commissioners in March 1864, By providing fuel
and raw materials as well as an outlet to national markets, the Sussex Railroad encouraged
introduction of the modern factory system to Newton in 1873, which thrived in a pool of
unorganized rural labor. Much of this record of commercial (and later industrial) success
was embodied by the building trades in a succession of dwellings, stores, banks, churches
and government buildings, arising out of traditional methods of construction with indige-
nous materials and progressing through a sequence of historical revivals in architectural
‘styles. Most stages of development are represented by extant buildings, many of which
survive as good examples of their period of construction, and many of which can be associ-
ated with persons who helped shape the historical processes and institutions that brought
the community from a frontier hamlet to a suburban service center. TInitial adjustment to
an automotive culture was made in the interlude between World Wars (1919-1941), as the
automobile superseded the railroad. During this period, Newton maintained its commercial
attraction as the regional administrative, shopping, entertainment, informational (via
newspapers and library), medical and professional service center of an agrarian valley.

An impulse to suburbanization stagnated during the Great Depression (1931-1939), but
resumed after the Second World War, changing traditiomal patterns of land use, employment
and commerce that had prevailed since the county seat was first platted in 1762.

See continuation sheet
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[1see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:lpreﬁminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested D State historic preservation office
[X] previously listed in the National Register (2) ) other State agency
[:l previously determined eligible by the National Register l:] Federal agency
[ designated a National Historic Landmark [lLocal government
[Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings [Juniversity
Survey # (Xl other
[:Irecorded by Historic Amencan Engineering Specify repository:
Record # H111 Memorial, 82 Main Street, Newton,

New Jersey 07860

10. Geographical Data
- Acreage of property __17,20 acres Newton West Quad

UTM References
Alusl 2ol LAJ.E.!ALSJJ.J.&IQJ B 18] |5]12,0/186,1] | 45/4,5]|0,3,8]

Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
c 18l [512,017,6,0] (4:5]4:4]8,6,5] o (L8| |5]2,0(8,1,0] [45]4,4|8,1,5|

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The Newton Town Plot Historic District extends from the rear of the lots fronting the
southwest side of Church Street northeasterly to the rear of the lots fronting the north-
east side of Spring Street, from the northwest curb of Moran Street and the rear of the
buildings or lots fronting the southeast side of Main Street (this boundary running from
9 Moran Street to opposite the intersection of Church and Main Streets) northwesterly to

[X] see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The Newton Town Plot Historic District encompasses building lots frontingstreets and
highways laid out within the original core of the Town of Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey,
prior to 1786. A1l lots (and subsequent subdivisions) are known to have been designated,
enumerated or developed as part of Jonathan Hampton's Town Plot of 1762, Church Street was
opened about 1786 when a Presbyterian Church was built fronting an alley that ran along the

IZI See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie _Kevin W. Wright/commissioner
organization Newton Historic Preservation Advisory Commissigme September 9, 1991
street & number 39 Trinity Street telephone _(201) 383-3522

city or town __Newton, state _New Jersey zip code 07860
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Historic Functions: Current functions:
DOMESTIC/single dwelling DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling
GOVERNMENT /office GOVERNMENT /office
-GOVERNMENT /post office GOVERNMENT /post office
COMMERCE/TRADE /professional COMMERCE/TRADE /professional

RECREATION AND CULTURE/monument RECREATION AND CULTURE/monument
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Newton Town Plot Historic District
Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey

Architectural Classification:

CLASSICAL REVIVAL/Neo-~-Classical
EARLY CLASSICAL REVIVAL/Vernacular
GOTHIC REVIVAL/Early Gothic Revival
ITALIANATE/Victorian Italianate
SECOND EMPIRE/Mansard

QUEEN ANNE/Queen Anne Revival
ROMANESQUE/Romanesque Revival
RENAISSANCE /Renaissance Revival
RENAISSANCE/French Renaissance
FEDERAL /Brickfront Townhouse

EARLY CLASSICAL REVIVAL/Roman Revival
FEDERAL/Vernacular

COLONIAL/West Jersey Stone House

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Prairie School



’

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
GOVERNMENT/courthouse GOVERNMENT/courthouse
COMMERCE/TRADE/department store COMMERCE/TRADE/department store
COMMERCE/TRADE/financial institution COMMERCE/TRADE/financial institution
RELIGION/religious structure RELIGION/religious structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Limestone

COLONIAL REVIVAL/Georgian Revival walls Brick

MID-19TH CENTURY/Italianate Limestone

EARLY CLASSICAL REVIVAL/Greek Revival roof Slate
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Newton Town Plot Historic District encompasses about 17.20 acres surrounding
the Court House and Green of the County of Sussex in Newton, New Jersey. State Route
#206 (originally the road from New York to Milford, Pennsylvania, locally called Main
Street) and State Route #94 (originally the road from Easton, Pennsylvania, to Goshen,
New York, locally called High Street) intersect Spring Street (originally a road from
New York to Minisink via Sparta, Newton and Swartswood Lake), framing the public square
to the southeast, northwest and northeast. Two parallel cross streets, Park Place
(1762) and Church Street (1786), connect Main and High Streets southwest of the town
square. These highways overlie prehistoric paths that were incorporated into the Town
Plot of 1762 when the site was chosen, for convenience of location, as the seat of
Sussex County. Macadam was first used to surface roads in Newton in 1891. The first
concrete roads in Newton were laid in 1915; as late as 1927, the only concrete highways
in Sussex County were confined to the Town of Newton.

Newton Green was laid out on the forested slope of Court House Hill in 1762.
Stripped of its mantle of trees, the Green became a grassy knoll, sometimes grazed by
domestic cattle. A Clerk's Office of stone construction was built at the northwest
end of the Green in 1801, to which a stone addition for use by the County Surrogate
was made in 1825. This low, stone building was superseded by a new Clerk's and Surro-
gate's Office in 1859, A picket fence enclosed the Green between 1845 and 1871.
Ornamental shades trees were introduced in 1849, A stone wall was built along the
downhill side (northeast along Spring Street) in 1871. 1In 1891, this wall was raised
in rockface ashlar to its present height and appearance with the slope behind it graded
to a more gentle incline. These improvements reflect a change in public perception
as the Green began to be viewed as a town park after 1885. A bandstand for open-air
summer concerts was built around this time. The Hill Fountain and the Soldiers' and
Sajilors' War Monument were completed in 1895, After the Clerk's and Surrogate's Office
was raised in height and remodeled in 1907-08, the crosswalks in the Park were paved
with tar rock and ornamental plantings installed at the High Street end. By that time,
park benches were being set out in summer.

Commercial streetscapes of nineteenth-century, three-story, brick row buildings
(built between 1853 and 1882) elaborated in a bracketed mode face the Green along Spring
and Main Streets. Modern buildings introduced into downtown streetscapes between 1925
and 1962 are commonly one-story, cement-block structures with brick facades. Park Place
is dominated by two detached brick buildings, both two stories in height, namely, the
Newton Trust Company and the County Hall of Records. The Hall of Records with its
raised basement and the Trust Company with its attic story achieve roughly equivalent
height. Facades of the Newton Trust Company (Neo-Classical), the Hall of Records

See continuation sheet
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(Georgian Revival), the Sussex Register Building (Georgian Revival) and
the Sussex & Merchants National Bank (Georgian Revival) are articulated
by either engaged columns or monumental pilasters, visually recalling
Sussex Court House (Classical Revival). Vernacular interpretation of the
Classical vocabulary produced front pediment—-gabled buildings that are
interspersed among the streetscapes. The Kymer Building at the
intersection of Park Place and Main Street is a one-story remnant of a
three-story, Romanesque Revival department store, gutted by fire in
December 1940. 1Its conversion to a one-story, porcelain-front
supermarket in 1941 established the precedent towards modern commer01a1
buildings of this type.

Extant buildings surrounding the Green have supplanted two-and-a-
half story, detached frame buildings (originally combining a residence
with a store or office) or domestically-scaled brick or brick front store
buildings (common between 1815 and 1873 with one surviving example
fronting the Green). The only extant eighteenth-century frame dwelling
to have faced the Green is the Anderson House which was removed to the
rear of its lot (now 62 Main Street) in 18896. Church Street is dominated
by two stone churches, built contemporaneously (1888-1872), which front
Main and High Streets. The remainder of the streetscape is composed of
detached frame or brick buildings of comparable height (generally two-
stories), erected between 1822 and 1905. The present County Services
Building on Church Street was built as a social hall in 1934, but
enlarged as a County office building in 1960 and 1969.

Building lots included in the district originally composed Jonathan
Hampton’s Town Plot of 1762. These town lots are contiguous to the
Courthouse Yard or Green or the New York road (Main Street). The old
Parsonade Lot —---physically non—-contiguous to the courthhouse square and
its adjacent streets but united historically to the remainder of the
district by plan --~ is situated on a limestone terrace along the
southeast slope of the Great Slate Ridge, overlooking the New York road
(Main Street), about a quarter-mile from the Court House.

The majority of commercial buildings within the district are herein
described according to local usage as “"store houses."” This perpetuates
the habit of describing what were generally vernacular buildings of
similar scale and construction according to their primary functions, such
as: court house, dwelling house, meeting house, cow house, out house,
school house, ware house, etcetera. Thus, a store house was a building
used as a store in the retail and wholesale mercantile trade and not
simply as a warehouse for storage of commodities (although this use did
occur in portions of such buildings, particularly in earlier times).

Many of these stores retain residences in their upper stories, once the
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primary residences of their shopkeepers. Other professionals such as
milliners, photographers, dentists, lawyers, fraternal ordanizations and
social clubs commonly kept their "parlors” in suites of small rooms in
the upper stories of such buildings. Restaurants were commonly located
in basement rooms. .

The Newton Town Plot Historic District includes the following
property types with dates of construction and significant alterations:
burial ground 1762-1866+; town square 1764+; parsonage/residence
1770/1868; residence 1785/1897; residence 1795/1823/1865/1894/1925;
school house 1802; residence 1817; residence 1819/1904; residence
1819/1891; store house 1820/1859; residence 1821; bank house/residence
1821/1887; shop/residence 1821/1864; shop/residence 1831; court house
1848; store house 1848; store house 1851/1898; two store houses 1856; two
store houses 1856-57; two store houses 1857; store house 1858; public
office building 18598/1907; three store houses 1864; storehouse 1864-65;
office building 1865/1816; store house 1867/1962; parsonage 1869; church
1869; residence 1869/1800; church 1869-72; store house 1869,/1891; store
house 1871/1910; two store houses 1874; residence and office 1874; four
store houses 1881; chapel and recreation hall 1886/1916,/1929/1931;
fountain 1895; war monument 1885; commercial building 1896/1941/1967;
residence 1897; stable 1900; residence 1901; bank 1903/1925; residence
1805; apartment flat 1905; store house 1912; automobile showroom 1917;
public clock 1920; newspaper plant 1925/1944/1964; bank 1927; hall of
records 1929; printing plant/theater 1929/1839; social hall/public
offices 1934/1941; post office 1958; and junior department store 1962.

The Newton Town Plot Historic District is composed of buildings of
compatible scale (rarely one, commonly three to four stories in height),
similar setback, forming streetscapes of attached commercial structures
around the Green, but thinning to detached, residential, religious and
commercial structures on Church and High Streets. Opposite the
Presbyterian Church, a line of townhouses (1817 to 1821), a banking house
(1821), and two shops (1821), preserve the oldest streetscape in Newton.
The 0ld Episcopalian Parsonage (Dunn House or 1770 House) is the oldest
building in Newton.

Of some rarity, architectural cohesiveness was achieved with
frequent use by native craftsmen of abundant natural materials found
within the limits of the Town: limestone from the Quarry Lot near the
railroad depot; slate from the Love Lane Quarry; brick burned from
glacial clay pits bordering the bog meadow; lumber from a mixed,
deciduous forest that mantled the surrounding uplands.

As interpreted though a succession of Renaissance,
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Neo-Classical and Georgian Revivals, Classical idioms predominate,
.providing harmonic variation and a sense of continuity. Buildings and
ornament founded upon medieval precedence --- Gothic, Queen Anne,
Romanesque --- effectively punctuate this Classical formalism.

Yacant lots in the streetscapes

Between 1958 and 1974, several landmark buildings were razed within
the bounds of the district. Library Hall (1872) was demolished in 1958-
58 to make way for a modern post office. The Cochran House, long
regarded as the symbol of Newtonian hospitality, was demolished in 1962
and replaced by a junior department store. The Newton Methodist Church
(1859-61), fronting Park Place, was razed in 1963 to provide additional
parking facilities for an adjacent bank. Two early houses on Church
Street were removed in 1967 to provide parking for County employees. The
Inslee Mansion (Y. W. C. A. after 1919) was replaced by an automobile
sales’ lot in 1965. A Fire House (1873) and dwelling (1857) on High
Street were also demolished in 1973 to provide additional parking.

Fire has also taken its toll. The Park Hotel on High Street burned
in 1948 and its former site now forms the entrance from High Street to a
new judicial building. Park Block (1897), Newton’s first department
store, was gutted by fire in December 1840; the walls were r=duced to the
first story and renovated as The Big Leader.

Two adjacent, vacant lots, used as car sales’ lot by J. R. Roof
occupy: 59 Main Street (711/9), site of the Inslee Mansion (became Y. W.
C. A. in 1919), demolished 1966; and 63 Main Street (711/8), site of

Hallock mansion; an early house, dreatly enlarged over the years,
demolished about 1920.

Another vacant lot (715/6) is a parking lot owned by Town of Newton
that was purchased at end of the last century for construction of a Town
Hall that was never built. It was used years ago for used auto sales and

now is a public parking plaza. It fronts Main Street, behind (southwest)
.of Park Block.

Two adjacent, vacant lots at 4-6 Church Street (708/6) and at 8-10
Church Street (708/7) are used for parking for county employees. Houses
on these lots were demolished 1967.

Two, adjacent vacant lots, utilized for parking by employees of the
County of Sussex (715/11,12), mark the former site of an Engine House for
Hose Co. 2 (two-story, front-gabled, brick fire station with Italianate
elaboration, built 1873) and the Charles Arvis Residence (two-~and-a-half
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story, cross-gabled, vernacular Greek Revival dwelling, erected 1857;
with one-story veranda later enclosed for store room and large two-story
frame addition to rear). Both buildings were demolished in 1971.

A vacant lot (403/7), owned by the County of Sussex, whereon a new
judicial building is being erected on part of rear portion, is the former
site of the Park Hotel, erected by Jason King in 1820 and known as
Crossed Keys Tavern. It burned 1848 and was demolished.

Contributing and Noncontributing Resources
The Newton Town Plot includes 66 buildings, sites and objects. Of
these, 51 buildings, 2 sites and 3 objects possess prhysical
characteristics and historic significance contributory to the period of
. significance for the district. Two buildings have previously been listed
on the National Register.

District and lot numbers for contributing buildings (NJR = New Jersey
Register; NR = National Register):

#1 ~ 711/22 #30 - 715/10

#2 - 711/23.01 #31 - 715/8

#3 - 711/21 #33 - 721/1 -
#4 - 711/23 #37 - 403/2

#5 - 711/19 #38 - 403/3

#6 -~ 711/18 #39 - 403/3

#7 - 711717 #40 - 403/4

#8 - 711/16 #41 - 403/5

#9 - 711/15 #42 - 403/6

#10 - 711/14 #43 - 403/8
#11 - 711/13 #44 - 403/9

#13 - 711/10 #45 - 403/10
#14 - 71177 #47 - 403/12
#16 - 715/5 #48 - 403/13
#17 - 715/4 #49 - 403/14
#18 - 715/4 #50 - 403/15 NJR/NR
#19 - 709/3 NJR/NR #51 - 716/9

#20 - 709/8 #54 - 716/12
#21 - 709/9 #55 - 716/13
#23 - 708/10 #56 - 716/15
#24 - 708/11 #58 - 716/17
#25 - 708/12 #60 - 716/17.01
#26 - 708/13 #61 - 716/19
#27 ~ 715/23 #62 - 716/20

#27a- 715/2,3 #63 ~ 716/21
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T#28 - 715/1 NJR | #64 -703/4
#29 - 715/1

District and lot numbers for contributing sites:

#15 - 711/44 0Old Newton Burial Ground
#34 - 721/1 Newton Green

District numbers for contributing objects:

#6a -~ Sussex Bank Clock
#35 - Hill Fountain
#36 ~ Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Memorial

Within the district, 8 buildings are noncontributing. Two buildings
~ were built after the period of significance (#12 and #57). Two buildings
were raised an additional story after the period of significance (#22 and
#46). One building was reduced in height after a major fire (1940), and

subsequently altered in appearance by modern treatment and materials
inappropriate to the period of significance (#32). The facade of one
storehouse was altered after the period of significance to correspond
with an adjacent, contributing bank building (#59). Two, adjacent brick
row storehouses (#52 and #53) retain original mass and general
arrangement of fenestration and cornices on their facades, but have been
altered by addition of modern materials and inappropriately scaled
windows so as to mask original surfaces, to eliminate demarkation between
ad jacent buildings, and to disturb an aesthetic of proportion integral to
the original style of architecture indigenous to these and adjscent row
storehouses. Only the brick facade of one of these storehouses (#53)

survives; its timber-frame structure having been entirely removed in the
rrocess of alteration.

#12 - 711/12 #52 - 716/10
#22 - 708/9 #53 -~ 716/11
#32 - 715/7 #57 - 716/17
#46 - 403/11 #59 - 716/17

INDIVIDUAL DESCRIPTIONS

1. Jacob Snoock Storehouse/Quick Building/Newton Candy Kitchen, 124
Spring Street (711/22) - Contributing

Vernacular, frame store house and tenement with French Renaissance

o
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Revival details (mansard roof added about 1891) was built by Jacob Snook
in 1857. Timber frame and clapboard, four stories (including mansard)
over excavated basement; four by two bays; mansard (partly tin, slate
shingled) has trapezoidal sides, pedimented dormers (1/1 double-hung
sash) with boxed raking cornice, three over facade, two over sidewall;
molded, boxed cornice with Rococo scroll brackets; facade has three
windows grouped to southeast and one isolated to northwest (northwest bay
added about 1891 to original three bays); fenestration graduated in
height by story: elongated sash on second story; 1/1 double-hung sash;
aluminum siding over clapboard.

Projecting storefront cornice is bracketed; recessed store entrance
" flanked by plate-glass display windows and polished marble veneer in
apron; entrance to upper stories in right bay, glass pane in upper panel

of door. 8Sidewalk in front of the storehouse is marked: "J. A. Quick
.18981."

Two—-story stuccoed ell at rear was ice cream and candy manufactory.

A photograph of this neighborhood, taken February 1871, shows this
wooden storehouse to have been three bays wide; the width of its original
(1857) facade is still evident in the arrangement of the upper-story
widows (grouped to southeast). The storehouse originally had a wooden
shed or "awning" extending from the first story of the front out to the
edge of the street, providing a sheltered walkway for the display of
merchandise and protection of pedestrians from the elements. The right
bay of the building, containing at street level the entrance to the upper
stories, is an infill or addition to the original building made by John
Quick in 1881. At that time, the enlarged facade and building were
unified under a mansard roof. A photograph taken in 1903 shows some form
of applied veneer simulating vermiculated ashlar. It is unknown whether
this facade veneer survives under the present artificial siding.

Store rooms used as meat market and liquor store in 1858. Upper
stories used as tenement apartments. Main store room used as stove and
tin store between 1874 and 1902; later as the Newton Candy Kitchen.

2. Snook-Doyle Bakery Building, 120 Spring Street (711/23.01) -
Contributing

Vernacular, timber frame store house and tenement with Italianate
elaboration, erected by Jacob Snock as bakery in 1857; three bays, three
stories in height, flat roof, chimney at rear, cornice elaborated by
Rococo scroll eave brackets on frieze board; aslar lintels and sills; 6/8
double~-hung sash; Store front consists of modern shingled shed canopy
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over shop entrance, plate glass display windows and brick apron.
Entrance to upper stories in right bay. The facade was clapboard, later
stuccoed and recently covered by artificial siding.

A photograph of this neighborhood taken in 1871, shows the 0ld Snoock
Bakery Building as a three-story commercial block, three bays wide, with
bracketed cornice. The windows of the upper two stories had wooden
shutters and a wooden awning or shed extended from above the storefront

out to the curb of Spring Street, where it was supported by six, square
wooden posts.

Main store room and basement housed a bakery from 1857 to 18086.
Upper stories contained tenement apartments. A restaurant operated here

from 1922 to about 1935; thereafter, main store room used as retail
~outlet.

3. Quick Building, 116-118 Spring Street (711/21) - Contributing

Romanesque Revival row building, erected 1912, buff brick, three bay
facade, three stories in height, 1/1 double-hung sash, flat roof with
corbeled cornice and three, recessed panels in frieze. Blind arcade with
round-arch windows and concrete sills in third story set in corbeled
archivolts springing from four brick pilasters rising from base of second
story. Square-headed windows in second story have concrete sills and
lintels. Aluminum—-veneer on storefront with plate glass window and
restaurant entrance. Entrance to upper stories in right bay has single
light transom and single light, paneled door.

In July 1912, Fred C. Quick perfected plans for "a three-story brick
and whitestone front building on the lot, the first story being used for
store purposes and the upper floors for flats.” In September 1912,
Thomas Farrell was awarded the contract to build a new "concrete and
brick” building. In December 1912, Fred Quick opened a moving picture
house on the first floor of his new building and rented the second floor
for offices and the third floor as a lodge room. In 1923, the Quick
Building was occupied by offices of New Jersey Power & Light Company with
a lodge room on the third floor. From 1930 to 1936, main floor contained
a clothing store. The Plaza Restaurant opened here in May 1836. The
kitchen was then added to the original structure. A new show window
featured green and red spotlight, whose beams crossed at the center of
the window in attractive coloring. The Plaza Restaurant remains at this
location.

4. Major Kraber Storehouse, 112-114 Spring Street (711/23) -
Contributing -

-
~J
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Vernacular, brick row storehouse (originally with two store rooms)
and tenement block with Italianate elaboration on cornice, erected in
1856 by Major John Kraber, cabinetmaker; four bays, three stories in
height, having flat roof with projecting box cornice elaborated by heavy
scroll brackets on freize board. Third story contains 6/6 double-hung
sash; second story contains 1/1 double hung sash; ashlar lintels and
sills; storefront consists of plate-glass display windows flanking
recessed center entrance. Entrance to upper stories in right bay has
single French door (15 lights).

In June 1872, Pétef Cannon added "one of those new awnings" to the
front of his Variety Store.

In March 1894, Simeon S. Cook, carpenter, improved the storeroom for
Pinckney Brothers in the Hopkins Building by adding a "“"modern plate glass
store front and interior fittings...”

In January 1919, the Fodelsons extended the depth of their lot by 20
feet, also extending their property southeast to the public alley, and
announced construction of an extensive addition for a new oven and
storage house in the rear of their store at 114 Spring Street. The new
building was a two-story concrete structure, covering-a plot 20 by 55
feet, according to plans drawn by William Harden. A modern patent oven
was installed, fired from the cellar, capable of holding 400 loaves of
bread at one time, The second story of the new building was used for the
storage of flour.

Major John Kraber, cabinetmaker, erected his brick storehouse with
two store rooms on Spring Street in November 1856 for his Cabinet
Manufactory and Sales Room., The second store room housed a boot and shoe
store between 1858 and 1861, followed by a book store, then a stove shop.
Upper stories used as offices and tenements. Peter Cannon’s Variety
Store was located here between 1866 and 1884. A bakery occupied the
premises between 1906 and 1987. A shoe repair store has been located in
the main store room since 1872.

In March 1875, the 0. U. A. M. Lodge remodeled its quarters in the
Cannon Building by removing a partition between two rooms, enlarging the
ante room.

5. Masonic Hall, 108-~110 Spring Street (711/19) - Contributing

Masonic Hall is a vernacular brick row store house and tenement with
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Italianate elaboration on cornice erected by Samuel Coursen in 18586.
Four-bay brick block, three stories in height, 6/6 double-hung sash,
ashlar lintels and sills; having flat roof with projecting cornice
consisting of five, heavy carved brackets and horizontal frieze board.
Eschutcheon between middle two bays is inscribed: MASONIC HALL A. D.
1857. Commercial unit has plate-glass store windows flanking recessed
center entrance. Entrance to upper stories in right bay has six-light
transom and single-paned door.

A photograph of this neighborhood, taken in 1871, shows Masonic Hall

with a wooden awning or shed extending from above the storefront out to
the curb of the street. A painted wooden signboard, reading "DRUGS
MEDICINES" was posted above the north side of the shed, extending
perpendicularly from the face of the building out to the edge of the
shed. Another rectangular wooden signboard, extending the entire width
of the wooden awning, was mounted above the awning’s front edge at
curbside. The rectangular wooden signboard was apparently surmounted by
a wooden cut-out of a mortar and pestle, beneath a cut-out wooden arch.

In October 1888, Roof Brothers "decorated the front of their store
house with a beautiful shade of paint, fringed with gold."”

Samuel Coursen was erecting a brick building on Spring Street in
November 1856. A drugstore occupied the main store room between April
1857 and February 1883. A shoe store occupied the premises from 1883
until 1987.

Harmony Lodge leased rooms in third story from 1857 until 1903,
hence, the name Masonic Hall.

Rooms upstairs have been used for professional offices, millinery
parlors, and a photographic studio.

on Storehouse/Sussex National Bank, 1 Main Street
O

ntributing

6. Samuel Johns
(711/18) - C
Three-story (after 1910), brick commercial block, two by six bays;

erected 1871 in Second Empire style (surviving in brick label molds with

rusticated keystone and corbeled stops), converted to bank in 1890 with

Classical Revival elaboration; raised additional story in 1810; flat

roof; projecting cornice; 2/2 double hung sash; entry in left bay on Main

Street has denticulated, segmental-arched pediment and architrave
molding; display window in right bay is 15/15 double-hung sash; roof
cornice and storefront cornice are projecting with modillions and frieze
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board; stone foundation; walls covered with white, cement "brick" veneer.

Constructed in 1871 for dry-goods merchant, Samuel Johnson, in
Mansard or Second Empire style, two and a half stories in height, two by
six bays of Newton brick, segmental-arched brick hood molds with
rusticated keystone and corbel stops, corbeled sills, 2/2 light double-
hung sash. ‘

Mansard roof originally had iron cresting according to detail on
1883 Panoramic Map of Newton, published by Bailey & Co. [See Illustration
#14]. In April 1872, Samuel Johnson added awnings to the storefront.

Architectural plans to convert the storehouse for banking purposes
in 1890 were draw by carpenter Simeon S. Cook who also did the
carpentry. Absolom Price did the masonry work; John W. Lane installed
steam heat and plumbing; painting and interior decoration were handled by
Daniel Sutton. The interior of the building was deprived of its store
look; the plate glass front having been removed and installed on the
drugstore of Charles Roe. A pedimented portico, supported by four fluted
columns resting upon a large stone platform formed the principal entrance
from Main Street; a smaller, side entrance, similar in design, but
supported by two columns, was constructed on Spring Street. The porticos
employed the Corinthian order of architecture. The entrance to the
banking room was through double ocak doors with brass fittings, the upper
panels of the outside doors being of ground glass, while the inner doors
had a round piece of heavy plate glass with beveled edges set in the
upper panel of each [{See Illustration #12].

The banking room had a tile floor in harmony with the woodwork,
walls and ceiling, the latter being decorated in shades of terra cotta.
The corridor for public use occupied two-thirds of the front, and
extended along Spring Street to the Directors’ Room, and was separated
from the bank officials by a partition of paneled oak, with a border of
carved leaves, surmounted by a brass paling composed of interlaced, flat
brass bars. To the right of the entrance, oak desks of the president and
" cashier were located; the upper part of the partition in this vicinity
being of plate glass panels framed in brass. Next was the teller’s
apartment, a large brass cage about eight feet square. Beyond lay the
desks of bookkeepers, and in the rear was the Directors’ Room and vault.
The Directors’ Room was furnished with a large table and arm chairs, all
of ocak, to match the woodwork. The entire room was wainscoted with
annaglypta, surmounted by an ocak moulding. A large fire-proof vault
rested on a brick arched foundation. Inside the solid doors, a gate of
polished steel bars was operated by a system of clocks and locks.

10



-t fow 10800
[ e

OB Apprewws poa. 109-0018
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Natiqnal Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _2____ Page __11

Newton Town Plot Historic District

Newton, Sussex Countv, New Jersey
In August 1810, -the Sussex National Bank added a fourth story.
According to a description of the alteration published in the Sussex
Register on August 11, 1910, "the present mansard roof will be changed to
correspond to the lower stories."” Projecting cornice consists of paired
eave brackets at corners with intervening enriched modillions

on trim board [See Illustration #12].

According to photographs, the Corinthian porticos were removed about
1817 and the present arrangement of doors and windows installed. A
projecting cornice installed at height of first story elaborated with
modillion brackets. Window to south of Main Street entrance has 15/15
sash. Entrance in north bay has segmental-arched crown.

The various amendments made to the brick structure
were concealed about 1961 by a coat of white-colored cement brickface,
but original features, such as the brick window hoods, are discernable.

The old Sussex National Bank Building was occupied by Mutual Grocery
Company of Newark in November 1827. The Sussex Mutual Insurance Company
celebrated its centennial by occupying the refurbished structure on
December 7, 1940. Since 1962, the premises have served for lawyers’
offices.

6a. Westminster Chimes Clock, No. 1 Main Street - Contributing

Public clock mounted with brackets at second story on corner of the
of old Sussex Bank National Building at 1 Main Street in 1920;
rectangular, four-sided, copper body with inset panels bearing address
and clock dials; hipped roof with ball finial [See Illustration #29].

In December 1920, an ornamental Chimes Clock with four dials facing
on Main and Spring Streets was purchased by the Sussex National Bank and
mounted on corner of their bank building at No. 1 Main Street. The clock
-is equipped with a complete set of Westminister chimes, consisting of
five tubular chime bells, that sounded every quarter hour: at a quarter

- past the hour, four strokes --- Westminister; at half past the hour,
eight strokes —---Reveille; at three-quarters past the hour, twelve
strokes —--—- Cathedral peal; and on the hour, sixteen strokes ---

Westminister, followed by the striking of the full hour. An automatic
attachment silenced the bells between 10 p. m. and 7 a. m. The clock is
operated electrically by a master clock inside the building. The panels
above the clock faces originally read: "Sussex National Bank." The
pranels are illuminated at night. These panels presently read: "No. 1
Main. "

11
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7. Woodward’s Hardware Store, 3 Main Street, 106 Spring Street (711/17)

- Contributing

L~shaped brick row store house with Italianate elaboration, three-
bay front on Main Street and three-bay front on Spring Streets, erected
by hardware merchant, William Woodward, after previous store house on
site was destroyed by fire on September 23, 1873.

Woodward commissioned an (unnamed) architect to draw plans for a
commercial building, three stories in height over excavated basement,
with Italianate elaboration, built of pressed brick with Novia Scotia
stone trimmings and a handsome cornice of galvanized iron, designed and
cast by Noyes & Wine of Centre Street, New York. For reasons of fire
safety, the walls were to be substantial; there were to be no exterior
stairs and the windows were supplied with iron shutters. In May 1874,
Robert Baughn received the contract to erect Woodward’s new hardware
store on the cleared foundations. Absolom W, Price received the masonry
contract. The corrugated iron cornice was considered an architectural
novelty that "cost little if anything more than a wooden one of the same
style and dimension and it has the double virtue of being more durable
and entirely fire-proof." Galvanized iron cornice is denticulated with
four brackets marking bays, crowned with central segmentalsarch parapet
surmounted by urn and foliate flourishes; frieze decorated with molded
panels separated by three paterae. Segmental-arched, denticulated window
crowns with stops and corbeled sills. Original cornice above first story
has end brackets above recessed-panel iron pilasters and paired
modillions on wide, plain frieze with molding course between modillions.
The building was ready for occupancy on December 1, 1874 [See
Illustration #147].

Plate-glass store fronts and recessed central entrances on both Main
and Spring Streets were removed when the Woodward Hardware Store closed
in 1976 and replaced with present reproductions of the original upper-
story windows. Central entrance with transom and nine-pane glazing in
upper panel of door. Presently used as an office building.

8. Henry Odden Ryerson Drugstore, 7 Main Street (711/18) - Contributing

Erected 1881, the Ryerson Drug Store was a brick block with
Italianate elaboration, two stories over excavated basement, with three
bay facade. Third story added cireca 1970. Cornice consists of four
molded brackets framing bays with triplicate intervening modillions above
frieze panels. Cornice moved to present location when building raised.
Modern 1/1 light sash in third story. Second story retains segmental-

12
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arched, denticulated window crowns with stops, 2/2 light sash and
corbeled sills. Storefront cornice has paired modillions and
intervenoing frieze panels. BStorefront has recessed central entrance
flanked by plate—gla°s show windows and paneled aprons. Entrance to

upper floors in right bay consists of single- 11ght two-paneled door with
single-light, hinged transom.

A laboratory and store room for heavy goods was located in second
story where proprietary articles were manufactured.

The building was occupied as a drugstore until 1930. Teets’
Delicious Food Store and Confectionaery was located here from 1911 until
1944; it hes since been used as a retail store.

9. Charles Ewald Bﬁilding, 9-11 Main Street (711/15} - Contributing

Constructed 1881 for Carl Ewald, a boot and shoe maker. Three-bay,
brick storehouse and tenement with Italianate details; three stories over
excavated basement; constructed of pressed brick with galvanized iron
cornice, flat roof, projecting cornice consisting of four extended
brackets accentuating the bays and intervening modillions grouped
four/three/four. Detail from 1883 Panoramic Map of Newton .(Bailey & Co.)
shows urns mounted on pedestals above brackets and central pedimented
parapet with ornamental flourish at apex. Segmental-arched, denticulated
windows crowns with molded stops; 2/2 double-hung sash; corbeled sills.

Original storefront probably consisted of recessed central entrance
flanked by plate-glass show windows, surmounted by cornice with brackets
and modillions above first story. Detail from 1883 Panoramic Map of
Newton (Bailey & Co.) shows original storefront consisted of recessed
central entrance (probably double-doors with full width transom bearing
sign), flanked by plate-glass shows windows above paneled aprons; the
show windows were apparently framed by four pilasters crowned with
brackets in the projecting storefront cornice [See Illustration #15].

Modern storefront (circa 1983) has shingled, pent canopy at location
(concealing?) of original storefront cornice. Central entrance flanked
by 1/1 sash windows above false brick aprons. Entrance to upper floors
in northeast bay; nine-lights in upper panel of door. First story
designed for business occupancy; upper floors originally residential
quarters.

In March 1917, an 18’ addition was buillt to the store room of Decker
& Auble by contractor Thomas F. Farrell. )

11
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Upon completion in April 1882, the new Ewald building was leased to
Wilmot D. Wright, Jjeweler, who continued here until his death in 1891.
Albert H. Decker and Theodore Auble operated a variety store at this
address between 1908 and 1938, when Eugene Willson opened an electrical
shop. In December 1944, Teets Luncheonette moved to this building from
next door. Between 1964 and. 1983, Charlotte’s Restaurant occupied the
premises. The present business is styled Pekay Luncheonette.

10. Asenath Cummins Building, 17 Main Street (711/14) - Contributing

Constructed 1874 by Asenath Cummins, milliner, to replace building
on site destroyed by fire on September 23, 1873. The Cummins Store House
is a five-bay, vernacular brick (common bond) row store house and
tenement, three stories over excavated basement with flat roof and
interior chimney; Italianate elaboration. - Foundation of coursed, ashlar
limestone.

Fenestration consists of 2/2 double-hung sash, ashlar limestone
lintels and sills. Projecting cornice composed of five eave brackets and
denticulated frieze board. One-story brick addition to rear (east
corner) made in April 1881. The 1883 Panorama Map of Newton (Bailey &
Co.) and turn-of-century photographs show a one-bay porch with paired
(cast-iron?) columns on a wooden platform reached by wooden steps,
centered on the facade. This central feature was flanked by two bays of
windows (matching those in upper stories) to the southwest, and plate-
glass storefront (two-bays) with recessed center entrance to the
northeast. Correspondingly, the building was internally partitioned
between the three bays to the southwest (with porch entry at center of
facade) and a book store encompassing the two bays to the northeast of
the center entrance. A separate set of steps, having heavy, turned
balustrade and newel post, rose to level of porch and an entrance through
storefront in two northeast bays of the facade. The storefront consisted
of narrow plate-glass windows and (pressed metal?) paneled aprons
- flanking recessed entrance. A projecting cornice and frieze board w1th
brackets above the storefront continued around the center porch.

Present stroefront facade, remodeled about 1965, consists of
pilastered center entrance, crowned with segmental arch and keystone,
with recessed double-leaf plate-glass door with demilune transom.
Entrance is flanked by contemporary, nine-pane, rectangular fixed show
windows with molded cornice.

On April 27, 1881, the New Jersey Herald reported that "Demarest’s
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book store on Main Street is being enlarged by an extension now being
built to the rear.”

Demarest’s book and stationery store operated here from April 1877
until 1890 when he was succeeded by Andrew Grasy. In May 1918, Daniel
King succeeded Casper Grover in the operation of a meat market at this
address. In August 1932, the Vogue Beaty Parlor was located here from
1832 until at least 1942. Owned by New Jersey Properties from 1931 until
1971. It is occupied by offices of A. N. Lockwood, realtors.

11. Robert Shephard Residence and Dental Office, 21-23 Main Street
(711/13) - Contributing

Cross-gabled, symmetrical brick residence with Italianate
elaboration, erected 1874 for dentist, Robert A. Sheppard. The Sheppard
residence has a five-bay facade, stands three stories over excavated
basement and coursed, ashlar foundation. Facade is crowned with a
projecting denticulated cornice with heavy brackets and wide frieze
board. Segmental-arched, brick hood molding with rusticated keystones
and corbeled stops on second story; paired sash under single crown in
center bay; keystone in center hood molding bears Masonic symbol.
Elongated, segmentally-arched French sash (1/1) on first story. Newark
brownstone sills. Low, hipped-roof porch with modillioned cornice and
paired chamfered columns with paneled bases. Recessed center entrance
with large-light, sedmental-arch transom; double-leaf door with single
arched pane above square, molded panel.

In April 19338, the Sussex Redgister remodeled the interior for use of
the Register printing presses and offices. The Sussex Redister occupied

by

Dr. Sheppard’s residence on this site destroyed by fire on September
22, 1873. On March 31, 1874, the New Jersey Herald noted that Dr.

Sheppard had removed his office "to the handsome set of rooms in his new
_building" and that he had "about completed his new residence.”

12. Newton Post Office, 39 Main Street (711/12) -~ Non-Contributing

Colonial Revival one-story, brick and steel-frame post office,
enclosing 8,000 square feet of floor space, constructed in 1958-59 on
site of Library Hall (Second Empire building erected in 1872).

The facade of the Newton FPost Office consists of eight bays; three
bays to the southwest in projecting pavilion capped by pedimented cross-
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gable (circular vent .in typanum). Pilastered entrance has broken-scroll

pediment and double-leaf doors with six lights in upper panels and paired
two-light transoms. Doorway flanked by 12/12 double-hung sash. Five
bays to north east have 12/12 double-hung sash; ridge of pitched-gable
roof running parallel to street. Projecting cornice and frieze board
runs length of facade. Front of building, four bays deep, with details
and elements corresponding to facade, encloses entrance lobby and "night-
lock" letter boxs within projecting, cross-gable pavilion; five bays by
four bays to northeast enclosed service-counter line and tables. A large
mail room, one story in height with flat roof and leow parapet, extending

five bays to southeast, has truck-delivery bays through socutheast (rear)
wall. :

The Federal government purchased Library Hall and the adjacent
Rosenkrans-Weiss Building to the northeast on June 8, 1940. The Weiss
Building was demolished. Plans for new post office were halted by
diversion of funds to defense expenditures preparatory to and during the
Second World War. Construction bids were opened on September 2, 1958.
Demolition of Library Hall began December 18, 1958. The new post office
-was dedicated July 4, 1859.

13. Park Garage. 41-47 Main Street (711/10) - Contributing

Vernacular one-story brick and steel-frame garage and automobile
showroom, 55’ by 160’, built 1917, originally had Mission-style parapet
on facade [See Illustration #22]. The only alteration to facade consists
of reshaping of stepped Mission-style parapet to a pediment-gable parapet
about 1960 to correspond with Colonial design of adjacent post office
(1859). Gable-front of tapestry brick with recessed panels in parapet
and corner pilasters; pedimented frontpiece on main entrance set off-
center (to southwest) flanked by plate-glass showroom windows in steel
frames (15 sgaure panes in northeast bays and six square panes in.
southwest bay); composition roof with tin ventilators; three bays by
seven bays; sidewalls have paired double-hung sash, 8/8 with brick
relieving arches and sills; side bays articulated with brick columns or
pilasters. Applied inscription on typanum: "EST. 1915/J. R. Roof,
Inc. /CHEVROLET OLDSMOBILE CADILLAC"
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